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RESIDENT MAGISTRATE — KARRATHA 

Grievance 

MR K.J.J. MICHEL (Pilbara) [9.51 am]: I would like to thank the Attorney General, Hon John Quigley, MLA, 
for taking my grievance today. Yesterday I presented a petition to this house containing 119 signatures, urging the 
state government to establish a resident magistrate in Karratha to service that regional city and ease the strain on 
judicial resources in the Pilbara. This matter is a longstanding community concern, and I will briefly summarise 
the situation for members present. 

In 2015, it was reported in the North West Telegraph that the sole Pilbara magistrate was drowning in work. At 
the time, the magistrate was responsible for eight Magistrates Courts across the Pilbara, including the Karratha 
and Roebourne circuits. The magistrate at that time called for a second permanent magistrate to be established, as 
is the case in the Kimberley. Karratha is currently serviced by a drive in, drive out magistrate from South Hedland, 
and a fly in, fly out magistrate from Perth. I would like to put on the record that the hard work these magistrates 
put in to administer justice in the Pilbara should be recognised. 

Across regional Western Australia, permanent magistrates have been established in Broome, Kununurra, 
Carnarvon, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Northam, Bunbury, Albany and South Hedland. The resident magistrates in 
these centres circuit out to surrounding towns and communities. Karratha is one of only two major regional centres 
in Western Australia that does not have a permanent magistrate. It should be acknowledged that Karratha is 
a completely distinct regional centre from South Hedland, with an important distinction being that Karratha is 
recognised as a city and Hedland is still recognised as a town. Community crime concerns have flared up over the 
past couple of years in Karratha following infrequent spikes in opportunistic property crime. One of the concerns 
raised with me at a recent Karratha community crime meeting was that these opportunistic crimes seem to 
generally stem from repeat offenders. 
Another concern is that current judicial resources are stretched between Karratha, Newman, Hedland, Roebourne, 
Wickham and Point Samson, and our local justices of the peace are also under a lot of pressure. Although not 
a silver bullet for solving these concerns, a resident magistrate would have a massive impact on our local justice 
system. A resident magistrate would be better equipped to deal with repeat offenders and would develop a deeper 
understanding of local community issues. A resident magistrate would also ease and streamline the work burden 
upon agencies that serve the court, including police, legal representatives and referral agencies. With business 
confidence returning to our region and jobs being provided for our Karratha locals, a resident magistrate would 
provide an invaluable service to the development of our city in the north west. 
I recognise the City of Karratha and Mayor Peter Long, who have lobbied this and previous state governments on 
this issue for a long time. Obviously, I recognise that the crime concerns in my electorate are multifaceted and not 
confined to a single portfolio. I intend to write to the relevant ministers about the separate facets of these issues. 
I am also aware that establishment of a resident magistrate is at the discretion of the Chief Magistrate, and that the 
current arrangement at Karratha Magistrates Court is monitored and reviewed every six months. I would like to 
work with the government to ensure that our court is adequately resourced and able to deliver efficient and timely 
services for members of our community. I commend the McGowan government for providing two additional 
magistrates for WA in the 2018–19 budget, addressing longstanding community concerns across WA. 
My questions to the Attorney General are: how is the McGowan government addressing the current strain on 
judicial resources in the Pilbara; and, will the Attorney General lobby the Chief Magistrate to establish a resident 
magistrate in Karratha? 
MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [9.56 am]: I thank the member for Pilbara, Mr Kevin Michel, 
MLA, for raising this grievance and for the advocacy he performs on behalf of his community. The community 
cabinet meeting we had in Port Hedland impressed me; the member approached me during that meeting, as he has 
before, over this issue. Geographically we are the largest state in Australia, with a population of 2.5 million people, 
of whom about 2.2 million live in the metropolitan area. We have to cover a large geographical area. The member 
has acknowledged that over this large state of ours we must be careful to allocate the resources of the court to 
make sure that all members of the Western Australian community have equal and timely access to justice. While 
in Port Hedland I met with the resident magistrate—Magistrate Ridley—at her chambers in South Hedland. She 
undertakes circuits to Karratha and across the Pilbara, and thoroughly enjoys her role. We are very fortunate to 
have a magistrate who does not see it as a stepping stone to the Central Law Courts in Perth and who is very 
dedicated to the regions, especially her circuit area in Port Hedland, Karratha and across the Pilbara. 
Traditionally, Karratha was serviced by the magistrate circuiting from Port Hedland. In January 2014, a further 
magistrate was allocated to the Karratha listings by the Chief Magistrate to assist with an increased number of 
listings and allow the circuiting magistrate to concentrate on other courts in the Pilbara circuit. Between the 
two circuiting magistrates, Karratha receives two weeks a month. In the 2013–14 financial year, the magistrate 
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was circuited for three weeks a month. That was reduced to two weeks—one week a month was lost—because the 
average listing interval reduced from an average of 31 weeks to 15 weeks, and that is well within the standard of 
19 weeks for getting to trial. The Chief Magistrate has to keep all the courts within this target range. As the member 
for Pilbara correctly stated in concluding his grievance, the Chief Magistrate, not the Attorney General, is 
responsible for allocating where magistrates sit, and I am not able to influence this decision. This can be found in 
section 25 of the Magistrates Act 2004. I assure the member for Pilbara that all circuits are monitored every 
six months to determine whether the courts are achieving their target dates evenly across the state. 
In raising his grievance, the member for Pilbara spoke about incidents of infrequent and opportunistic crime. As 
Attorney General, I am not wholly responsible for this area, and I look forward to the member writing to me and 
other ministers to raise these issues directly. 
As members of this house know, I have a significant law reform agenda, and this includes amending the 
jurisdictional boundaries of the District and Supreme Courts. We will now start reforming the Magistrates Court 
so that some of the charges of the Magistrates Court will be dealt with by criminal infringement notices. In addition, 
I have raised the retirement age of magistrates to 70 so that senior and experienced magistrates are on circuit. 
Further work is currently being undertaken by the Department of Justice to see how many more matters we can 
move from the Magistrates Court to criminal infringement notices. 
As Attorney General, I am responsible for appointing judicial officers across all our courts. In this year’s budget, 
as the member noted, we increased the number of magistrates in the Magistrates Court with a further two magistrates, 
because the previous government did not fill the position left vacant when Mr Lawrence retired. We filled that 
position and increased the size of the bench by two magistrates. We will continue to monitor this and, within the 
budget parameters, appoint more magistrates. I note that this is something that my predecessor failed to do on 
many occasions. He left vacancies in the Magistrates Court, which put stress on the system across the state. 

In recent weeks I have also updated the Parliament on the changes that I have made to the Sunday court, which 
includes gazetting it and appointing its magistrates as magistrates of the Children’s Court of Western Australia. 
These changes have enabled children taken into custody or remand after midday on a Saturday or Sunday to be 
granted bail to avoid unnecessary detention. Small changes like these will continue to make a difference, especially 
in regional areas. 

In concluding my remarks, I again emphasise that the allocation of when and where magistrates sit is the 
responsibility of the Chief Magistrate. I will forward the Hansard of the member’s grievance and my reply to the 
Chief Magistrate. I have every confidence in the Chief Magistrate of Western Australia, Mr Steven Heath, who 
himself has served in the regions and is a very capable Chief Magistrate. It is his responsibility to allocate the 
resources that the government is able to provide the court. I shall draw this matter to the attention of the 
Chief Magistrate. 
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